there are those who say, “They found nine, each 
weighing three seahs.’” 


[QQ] It has been taught: Rabban Simeon b. 
Gamaliel says, ““There were 500 schoolhouses in 
Betar. The smallest of them had no fewer than 
500 children. 


[RR] “They said, ‘If the enemy comes against us, 
with these quills we shall go forth against them 
and put their eyes out.’ 


[SS] “On account of the sins [that caused the 
tragedy], they wrapped each one [of the 
children] in his scroll and burned him, and out 
of them all. I alone have survived.” 


[TT] He cited in his own regard the following verse 
of Scripture: “My eyes cause me grief at the fate 
of all the maidens of my city” (Lam. 3:51). 


[UU] The evil Hadrian had a large vineyard, 
eighteen mil by eighteen mil. It was of the 
dimension of the distance from Tiberias to 
Sepphoris. They surrounded it by a wall made of 
[the bones of] those who were slain in Betar, as 
tall as the height of a man, and as broad as the 
extent of the breadth of the hands. 


[VV] And he did not decree that the bones may be 
buried until another king came along and 
decreed that they might be buried. 


[WW] Said R. Hunah, “When those who 
were slain in Betar were given over for 
burial. the blessing, ‘Ewho is good and 
who does good ...’ was framed [in the 
Grace after meals]. 


[XX] “Who is goodE’ for the bodies did not 
rot. 


[YY] “Who does goodE’ for the bodies were 
handed over for burial.” 


